PREFACE

As a postgraduate research student working under the supervision
of the Professor of English Literature, I wrote, at Trinity College,
Dublin, a thesis entitled A Comparative Study of Burmese with
English and European Drama. With the special permission of the
Board of Trinity College and the supervising Professor, I spent three
terms at the School of Oriental Studies (University of London),
before submitting my thesis for the degree of Ph.D.

From the thesis for which I was granted the degree, I have omitted
only some portions that dealt with the English and European Drama,
and have given the work in its present form the new title, Burmese
Drama.

To Dr W. F. Trench, Professor of English Literature at the
University of Dublin, I owe a debt of gratitude the extent of which
I can never fully express. I had not only the benefit of his lectures
and personal supervision, but also his interest and help in my life
outside the college walls. I had the great fortune to become
acquainted with him before I went to Dublin, and it was through
his recommendation that I was admitted to Trinity College. Without
his kindness and help, the thesis would never have been written.

I am greatly indebted to Professor A. Berriedale Keith for his
kindness and help when I was writing the chapters dealing with the
Sanskrit drama.

My thanks are also due to the Provost and the Board of Trinity
College, Dublin, for-various favours granted, and to Miss E. M.
Swann for herintere&Mnjl%elp.
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